[II:2 A] 
[B] 


[C] 


[D] 


open towns, hold the fourteenth day of the month of Adar as a day 
for gladness’ and to Josh. 13:16: “All those who live in the hill 
country from Lebanon’ ] in both verses of Scripture, there is 
reference to living [‘who live in the open towns,’ ‘those who live 
in the hill country.’ ] Just as ‘living’ stated there [Josh. 13:6] refers 
to the time of Joshua b. Nun, so ‘living’ here refers to the time of 
Joshua b. Nun. [They alone read on the fifteenth. ]” 


[E] And why should not everyone read the Megillah on the 
fourteenth of Adar? 


[F] R. Judah bar Pazzi gave the following interpretation of the use 
of the word, “open,” [as in open, unwalled towns]: 


[G] “Here it is stated, ‘[Therefore the Jews of the villages, who live 
in] the open towns, [celebrate the fourteenth day of the month 
of Adar as a day for gladness, feasting, and holiday-making and 
a day on which they send choice portions to one another]’ (Est. 
9:19). 


[H] “And elsewhere it is stated, ‘Besides very many unwalled 
towns’ (Deut. 3:5). 


[I] “Just as the use of the word, ‘unwalled,’ in this latter context 
refers to the time of Joshua b. Nun, so the use of the word, 
‘unwalled,’ in the former context [of the Scroll of Esther] refers 
to the time of Joshua b. Nun.” 


[As to M. 1:1C,] it has been taught [in the Tosefta’s version]: 


R. Joshua b. Qorha says, “‘[If they were surrounded by a wall] 
from the time of Ahasueros [they read the Scroll of Esther on the 
fifteenth of Adar].”’ 


Said R. Yosé b. Judah, “Where do we find evidence concerning 
Shushan, the capital, that it was surrounded by a wall from the 
time of Joshua b. Nun?” [Tosefta continues: “But: ‘(that these 
days should be remembered and kept throughout every 
generation,) in every family, province, ant city” (Est. 9:28). Those 
which are near a city and are part of its landscape — lo, they are 
in its status] [T. Meg. 1:1]. 


If you derive the law from the case of Shushan, the capital, then in 
Shushan the capital they should not read the Megillah [on the 
fourteenth day of Adar] but everywhere else they should read it on that 
day. 


